
A NOTE FROM OUR ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

 

“One of the Gang” 

 
Michael and I traveled to Memphis, TN, last 

month to attend the wedding of one of his 

high school friends.  The whole gang made 

the trip to celebrate the wedding of their 

friend Matt – Nick and Debra, Luke, Lisa T, 

Michael – all present and accounted for.  

Since I had met the bride only briefly, I asked 

one of the gang if she had gotten to know the 

bride at all.  ―Well, you know how it is,‖ 

Debra replied, ―We‘re a hard group to break 

into.‖   

 

She was right.  I do know, all too well, what a hard group they are to 

break into. 

 

You see, they grew up together.  They‘ve been friends for decades.  

Their conversation revolves around inside jokes and past memories, sto-

ries which have to be explained to me.  (While I now understand why 

the oft-quoted line, ―Don‘t you hate pants?‖ is so funny to them, it‘s still 

not funny to me.)    The activities revolve around nostalgia, replaying 

the same games that they played as kids – wiffle ball in the summer, 

football in the winter, and ―basement ball,‖ a game of their own inven-

tion, when the weather is foul.  (I am welcome to play, of course, but the 

line-up is set, they don‘t need another outfielder, and my skill level is  
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definitely ‗minor league‘.)  Perhaps you‘ve had a similar experience.  

Perhaps you‘ve known that you were on the fringe of a well-

connected social group, struggling to break into the fold.  Perhaps 

you‘ve been the mid-year transfer student, the neglected neighbor, the 

reluctantly-welcomed in-law, or (dare I say?) the new member at 

church.  Perhaps you have wondered if you would ever fit in with 

―the gang.‖   

 

For me, the tide began to turn when Michael and I began to spend 

time with his high school friends in smaller groups.  We met Lisa T 

for lunch when the three of us were in Cincinnati for the weekend, 

and Lisa and I discovered that we have some common interests, after 

all.  We traveled to New York to visit Luke and his wife Liz, and 

forged some new memories singing Korean karaoke with them.  We 

volunteered to help Matt with the unpleasant task of cleaning a very 

dirty gazebo, and found unity in our common goal.  And slowly, I 

became more and more a part of the group.   

 

It took effort from all of us.  Michael took the initiative to arrange 

opportunities for me to get to know his friends one-on-one.  They ap-

proached me with an attitude of receptivity.  And I continued to per-

severe, taking one step at a time towards becoming one of the gang.  

Wherever you find yourself in your relationships, with family, 

friends, neighbors, co-workers, and fellow worshippers, I hope that 

you will do the same.  May we all feel like we are a part of the gang! 

 

Joyfully, Kristin 

Pastor Kristin will be on Vacation July 4-9.  During this time, Rev. 

Richard Cushman will serve as our ―on call pastor.‖  In the event of a 

pastoral emergency, please contact Sally in the church office, or con-

tact Rev. Cushman directly at 871-3251.   
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Homecoming Sunday and Picnic 
(no 9:00 service) 

Sunday, July 31 
 

Please mark your calendars for July 31st when we 

will have our next joint worship service and 

church picnic.   We always look forward to sum-

mer as a time for vacations and possibly visiting 

and reconnecting with family.  I know at the 

Carter house we will have attended three family reunions by the end 

of July!  Do you ever think of our church family and miss those that 

have moved away from the area and no longer worship with us?  If so 

this would be the perfect Sunday to invite them back for worship.  

How about those amongst us that you have noticed aren‘t attending on 

a regular basis like they have in the past?  Call them, invite them to 

join us.  This church has such a rich history of fellowship and nurtur-

ing of its flock.  Let us come together to enjoy our strong family in 

Christ on July 31st.   

 

After our joint service together, we will enjoy a 

picnic lunch out at Sommerset Point.  Ham-

burger, hot dogs with all the fixings and chips 

will be the meal. So bring a covered dish or des-

sert to share, lawn chair (if you want to sit by 

the water) and bathing suits (not mandatory!).   

 

Look forward to seeing you there  
and reconnecting as God’s family.         

                   Worship, Evangelism & Fellowship Ministry 

                                            Laurie Carter 

Pastor Kristin is looking to involve former members or 
children of the church who have moved away in our wor-
ship service on Homecoming Sunday, July 31st.  If one of 
your loved ones will be returning for our Homecoming, 
please let Kristin know — the sooner, the better, but by 
Sunday, July 24th at the latest.  Thanks !! 
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Our youth are sponsoring a 
 Spaghetti Dinner and 

 Comedy Night. 
 

Tickets are $6.00 for adults. 
 

$4.00 twelve years and under. 
 

ToGo Meals will be available as well 
from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. only. 

 
Tickets will go on sale shortly from 

any of our youth! 
 

Checks should be made out to First 
 Presbyterian Church & noted “spaghetti dinner” 
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Vacation Bible School 

July 25 thru 29 

9:00 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. 

 
VBS is for those that have 

 completed grades1-5.   
 

Leadership will be provided by our own 
Youth Group and adult volunteers under 

Mr. John’s supervision. 
 

 

 
 

We’ll have experiments, 
 origami,  

arts & crafts,  
basic first aid,  

simple cooking,  
recreational activities,  

music and rhythm, 
                             messages from God 

 and a field trip on Friday to Wannamaker Park. 
 

 We need adult volunteers for VBS—Please call John 
or signup on the poster in the hallway 

 
More information in the coming days 

about registration.   
Call Mr. John for details at 761-8469 
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2011 Financial Report                    Year to date 

                  through 

            5/31/2011_       Annual Budget 

Revenue    $   101,960 $     347,902 

       Expenditures 

    Personnel    $     79,482 $      238,968 

    Operations    $     22,247 $        42,569 

    Missions    $     15,424 $        37,465 

    Education, Nurture & Pastoral Care $     11,868 $        20,000 

    Worship, Evangelism & Fellowship $       2,388 $          6,650 

 

This report is for publication in the July 2011 Creed & Deed and is 

based upon financial information as of May 2011as the 

 June 2011 month is not yet completed.  

 

A Message from Your  
Stewardship, Personnel and Finance  (SPF) Ministry  

 
In 1 Chronicles 29:14, King David de-
clares that all things come from God and 
any offering that we make is just giving 
back God a portion of what is his.  My 
definition of stewardship is based on that 
belief and is the giving of a portion of the 
time, talents, and resources that God has 
blessed us with.  Our church is in need of 
a member or members with a talent for 
computer troubleshooting/information technology.  The need for this type 
of assistance to our church staff is not often but does pop up from time 
to time.  If you or someone you know has these types of skills and are 
willing to share some of your talent and time with the church, please con-
tact Kristin or myself to discuss further. 
 
                                 Thanks, Ben Fleming (899-1899) 

“We’re in the Blessing Business” 
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Update on the New Presbyterian Hymnal 

 
As many of you know, a new wor-

ship hymnal will be compiled and 

presented to the General Assembly 

in 2012, and given approval will be 

published and available by the fall 

of 2013. Personally, I am very ex-

cited about this endeavor. An excel-

lent lecture series at Montreat last 

week put some of my fears to rest, and I am looking forward to the 

finished product. There are several points that might interest you. 

 

There will be more really good recent hymns which were not 

included in the 1990 ―Blue‖ hymnal, (some of which you‘ve al-

ready sung on inserts). 

 

A number of hymns from the 1990 edition which didn‘t achieve 

much popularity will likely be deleted. 

 

Approximately one-half of the selections will be familiar ones. 

Some old hymns from the red hymnal which did not make it into 

the blue hymnal will reappear in the new hymnal. 

 

If you‘re interested in the progress of the PCOCS (Presbyterian 

Committee on Congregational Song), feel free to check out 

www.presbyterianhymnal.org. If you‘re interested in giving input 

into the design and color of the new book, you may take a short sur-

vey at www.surveymonkey.com/s/hymnaldesign. Finally, if you‘re 

interested in blogs, etc.,  you can follow on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/PCOCS. 

Thanks, Tony 

(Choir Director) 

http://www.presbyterianhymnal.org/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/hymnaldesign
http://www.facebook.com/PCOCS
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Ushers for July 
  Talley Propst  9:00 Service 

  Bob Partlow            11:00 Service 

  Doris Partlow 

  Joe Kelley 

  Diane Serafino  

Flowers for July 
 

      July 3 William and Neva Peagler   (Laurie Carter) 
       July 10   Tom and Ann Williams   (Linda Brown) 
       July 17   Ronnie and Elaine Hewitt (????????) 
       July 24    Otto and Imogene Russell (???????) 
       July 31    Ruth Lusk 

July 

  2  Zane Wilson 

      Jerry Stuckey 

  5  Talley Propst 

  6   Haleigh Markham 

  7  Glen Devaun 

10  Mary Davis 

      Dillon Infinger 

12 Owen Murchison 

13 Kim Matthews 

15  Russell M. Brown 

      Sawyer Metts 

16  Mark Arena 

19  JoAnn Bryant 

      Jay Jordan 

20  Justin Dalton 

      Hall Harris 

      Red Brown 

21  Kim Murchison 

25 Anna Claire Freeman 

26  Emma Livingston 

      Lydia Murchison 

27  Tony Dunlap 

28  Mickey Smith 

30  Andrew Mims 

31 Donna Davis 

              

Save the Date 

Church Picnic 

Sunday, July 31 
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Alexõs Lemonade Stand 
 

A big THANK-YOU to 

our church family for 

making our lemonade 

stand a huge success.  

We collected $266.07 

which will benefit pedi-

atric cancer research.  

This is our  third year 

hosting  a lemonade 

stand and our grand total 

donated is $746.42.  We 

thank you again for your 

support. 

 

 

We, the Primary 

Class, are in the 

BLESSING 

BUSINESS!!! 

Moncks Corner 4th of July Parade 
 

Saturday, July 2, our Junior and Senior High 
Youth are marching behind our decorated truck 
and passing out over 600 individually packaged 
fortune cookies, each with a different bible verse 
inside.  A message on the back will have our 
church name and our mission statement “We’re in the Blessing Busi-
ness.”  Please come out on Saturday and support our youth.  
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Our youth are staying busy this summer with a variety of activities and pro-
grams.  Previously mentioned in the newsletter is the 4th of July parade, 
their involvement with helping/teaching Vacation Bible School and their Spa-
ghetti Dinner Fundraiser.  Listed below are some of their other activities: 
 

July 8, 9, 10 — Our Special Fun in the Sun 
                       Youth Retreat 

 
This retreat is for both Junior and Senior High.  We will be 
joining hundreds of other Christian Youth in Garden City for 
the weekend.  We’ll be staying in cabins on the ocean meet-
ing several times through each day refining our relationship 
with our Heavenly Father.  Our trip plans also include ocean 
swims, a water park, putt putt golf, pool mingling, meals, amusements and a 
special chapel service on Sunday morning with all the youth groups.  Please 
pray for God to push open our lives and pour His love inside. 
 

August 5, Friday — Transition Party 
Otto’s Russell’s Lake Area 

4:00—7:00 p.m. 
 

This party is for both youth groups to send off those 
graduating high school, and to advance those from 
Junior High Youth to High School Group and to ad-
vance those from elementary (LOGOS) to our Junior 
High Youth Group. We’ll have swimming, food and lot’s 
of fun or as our youth would say LOL. 
 
August 14, Sunday, we will begin our regularly scheduled High School 
Youth Group meetings from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 
August 17, Wednesday, we will begin our regularly scheduled Junior High 
Youth Group meetings from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 
Mr. John is in need of various costume hats for youth activities.  If you have 
any you would like to donate.  Please bring them to Mr. John. 
  
If you would like more information about our youth groups or any of their ac-
tivities, please call Mr. John at 761-8469. 
 
 

On the following page are some photos of our youth 
 and their activities.   

See if you can recognize any of them 
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Mission Notes 
 

Remember to save your hotel and motel “goodies” for treats for the 
home bound at holiday time.  Thanks for what we have so far! 
 
Please begin saving greeting card fronts — not the whole card— to be 
sent where they will be used to make new cards in a mission endeavor. 
 
School supplies will be on sale in July, usually.  As you are purchasing 
additional supplies for “Hands of Christ,” please begin collecting what 
you will need for the Samaritan’s Purse Christmas Shoeboxes (regular 

size).  They always come due in mid-November, but the prices will be best 
before school starts. 

“He has no hands, but our hands….” 
 

   Happy Collecting!!! 
   JoAnn Bryant, Presbyterian Women Missions 

 

We extend Christian Sympathy to the following: 

 

Adah Brewer and her family—Adah‘s brother, R. L. Dennis, Jr., passed 

away on June 18. 

 

Jack and Ruth Lusk and their family—Jack‘s mother, Elizabeth Kramer 

passed away on June 5. 

 

We also extend our Christian Sympathy to the Reeves family. Delores 

Reeves, the wife of Rev. Thomas Reeves, honorably retired, of Denmark, 

South Carolina, passed away Sunday, June 26. Tom‘s address is 3862 

Country Club Rd., Denark, SC 29042.   

Dear Church Family, 
For your many deeds of kindness given to us in the loss of my brother, R.L., we 
thank you.  We have felt the love of our church family in many ways. 
   Love in Christ, Jerry and Adah 
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August 27, 2011 

at Mt. Pleasant Presbyterian Church 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
The leadership Development Ministry Unit of Charleston Atlantic Presby-
tery invites you to our fifth annual STEPS event.  Dr. Rodgers Nishioka, 
Associate Professor of Christian Education from Columbia Theological 
Seminary, will lead us as we worship, learn, reflect, sing, explore...and 
most likely laugh!  We look forward to the energy that this event brings—
the networking, the exchange of ideas, the inspiration from both young and 
“seasoned” travelers in the Christian walk...and, of course, the food!  
Psalms 51:10 reminds us to pray — “Create in me a clean heart.  O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me.”  Join us as we Study, Teach, Equip, 
and Pray, so that we might leave this event prepared to Serve in a new 
way...REVIVED, RENEWED, AND INSPIRED!!! 
 
All are welcome.  Tell a friend.  Pass it on! 
 
With the Peace of Christ, 
Jane Bullard 
Chair, STEPS Planning Team 

The STEPS  event will have a wide 

variety of workshops of interest to 

everyone.  Brochures with registra-

tion forms are on the table outside the 

church office.  For more information 

go to www.capresbytery.org/

STEPS_2011. 
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